
We are seeking participants ... competi-
tion teams, exhibits, and challenge teams!

The Ninth Annual AAAI Mobile Robot
Competition and Exhibition, held in con-
junction with the AAAI National Confer-
ence on Artificial Intelligence, brings to-
gether teams from universities and other
research laboratories to compete, and also
to demonstrate cutting edge, state of the
art research in robotics and artificial intel-
ligence.

The mission of the Mobile Robot Com-
petition and Exhibition is to serve AAAI,
AI-robotics researchers, and the larger AI
community by promoting innovative re-
search through events which appeal to
media and sponsors, while conducting
these events in a format that facilitates
comparison of approaches, but at low risk
to individual or institutional reputations.
Our goals are to:
• Foster the sharing of research and

technology 
• Allow research groups to showcase

their achievements 
• Encourage students to enter robotics

and artificial intelligence fields at both
the undergraduate and graduate level 

• Increase awareness of the field 
In previous years, the event has attract-

ed both local and national news media —
the 1996 contest resulted in a segment in
Alan Alda’s “Scientific American Fron-
tiers” program on the Discovery Channel.

The Competition and Exhibition com-
prises three separate events; participants
may enter any number of these events.

Contest
The contest allows teams from universities
and other labs to show off their best at-
tempts at solving common tasks in a com-
petitive environment. Teams compete for
place awards as well as for technical inno-
vation awards, which reward particularly
interesting solutions to problems. There
will be two contest events this year. De-
tails and rules are now available!

Exhibition
The exhibition gives researchers an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate state-of-the-art re-
search in a less structured environment.
Exhibits are scheduled through several
days of the conference, and in addition to
live exhibits, a video proceedings is pro-
duced.

Challenge
In addition to the contest and exhibit, we
are adding a new aspect this year — the
Robot Challenge. In this event, a particu-
larly challenging task is defined which is
well beyond current capabilities, will re-
quire multiple years to solve, and should
encourage larger teams and collaborative
efforts. The challenge task is defined by a
long-term committee of researchers. Cur-
rently the task is for a robot to be dropped
off at the front door of the conference
venue, register itself as a student volun-
teer, perform various tasks as assigned,
and talk at a session. The challenge will
require integration of many areas of artifi-
cial intelligence as well as robotics.

Awards
Win a robot! Robots will be awarded for
first and second place in two contest
events! Contestants in contest and chal-
lenge events are qualified to win these
prizes. Certificates of achievement and
participation will also be awarded.

Robotics Workshop
On the last day of the conference, a ro-
botics workshop will be held. Teams who
receive travel support must attend and
present at the workshop. All other partic-
ipants will be strongly encouraged to at-
tend and present. A research paper will be
required within one month after the end
of the workshop, and will be published in
a proceedings. The purpose of this work-
shop is to allow researchers to understand
and benefit from each others efforts.

Conference Proceedings
Each team will be allowed a two-page ab-
stract in the AAAI Conference Proceed-
ings. In order to have an abstract in the
proceedings, you must register your team
by March 15, and your camera-ready
copy must be submitted by March 30.

Additional Information
For more information, please contact the
chairs at the following address: aaai-ro-
bots@gmu.edu or visit the Robot Compe-
tition and Exhibition web site at
www.aaai.org or www.aic.nrl.navy.mil/
~schultz/aaai2000/

Participants are encouranged to join the
aaai-robots moderated mailing list by
sending email to “listproc@gmu.edu” and
sending in the body of the message a re-
quest to join the list:

subscribe aaai-robots your-full-name-
goes-here

Official notices will be posted to this mail-
ing list. 

Committee
General Chair: Alan C. Schultz (NRL)
Competition: Lisa Meeden 

(Swarthmore College)
Exhibition: Marc Bolen (CMU)
Challenge: Tucker Balch (CMU)
Workshop Chair: Alan C. Schultz 

(NRL)

The AAAI 2000 robot program is spon-
sored by by AAAI, the Office of Naval Re-
search, and DARPA.
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