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AAAI-98

Registration information for the Fif-
teenth National Conference on Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AAAI-98) will be
available in late March by writing to
ncai@aaai.org or at www.aaai.org/
Conferences/National/1998/aaai98.ht
ml. Copies of the AAAI-98 registration
brochure are being mailed to all AAAI
members. Please note that the deadline
for early registrations is May 27, 1998.
The conference will be held July
26-30, 1998, at the beautiful new
Monona Terrace Convention Center,
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, in
Madison, Wisconsin. The conference
will feature 16 tutorials, 18 work-
shops, the Innovative Applications of
Artificial Intelligence, the Hall of
Champions, the Mobile Robot Com-
petition and Exhibition, the Robot
Building Laboratory, and the Doctoral
Consortium. New additions in 1998
will be the Integrated Systems Track of
the technical program and the Intelli-
gent Systems Demonstrations Pro-
gram. Please check the AAAI web site
for all the details and deadlines for
these programs as well as announce-
ments about other new features.

Collocated Conferences
in Madison

Several conferences have decided to
collocate with AAAI-98 in Madison
this summer. A few of the AAAI-98 tu-
torials and workshops are being joint-
ly sponsored by two of these confer-
ences, and AAAI will be assisting some
of the conferences with their registra-
tions. Please watch our web site for de-
tails about cooperative program and
registration arrangements. The collo-
cated conferences are

Copyright © 1998, American Association for Artificial Intelligence. All rights reserved. 0738-4602-1998 / $2.00

= Eighth International Conference on
Inductive Logic Programming (ILP
‘98), July 22-24 (www.cs.louisville.
edu/faculty/page/ilp98)
= Third Annual Genetic Program-
ming Conference (GP-98), July 22-25
(www.genetic-programming.org)
= Symposium on Genetic Algorithms
(SGA-98), July 22-25 (www.genetic-al-
gorithm.org)
= Eleventh Annual Conference on
Computational Learning Theory
(COLT ‘98), July 24-26 (theory.lcs.mit.
edu/COLT-98)
= Fifteenth International Conference
on Machine Learning (ICML ‘98), July
24-26 (www.cs.wisc.edu/icml198)
= Fourteenth Annual Conference on
Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence
(UAI-98), July 24-26 (www.uai98.cb-
mi.upmc.edu)
= Eighth Annual Meeting of the Soci-
ety for Text and Discourse (ST&D98),
July 29-31 (text2.psych.umn.edu/
ST&DHomePage.htmld/)
= Twentieth Annual Meeting of the
Cognitive Science Society, August 1-4
(psych.wisc.edu/CogSci98/conf.html)
The Computing Research Associa-
tion is planning a Career Develop-
ment Workshop on Monday, July 27.
Details can be found at www.cra.org.

AAAI-98 Student Programs

AAALI is pleased to announce the con-
tinuation of its Scholarship and Vol-
unteer Programs for students interest-
ed in attending the National
Conference on Artificial Intelligence
in Madison, Wisconsin, July 26-30.
The Scholarship Program provides
partial travel support and a compli-
mentary technical program registra-
tion for students who (1) are full-time
undergraduate or graduate students at
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colleges and universities; (2) are mem-
bers of AAAIL; (3) submit papers to the
technical program or letters of recom-
mendation from their faculty adviser;
and (4) submit scholarship applica-
tions to AAAI by April 15, 1998. In ad-
dition, repeat scholarship applicants
must have fulfilled the volunteer and
reporting requirements for previous
awards.

In the event that scholarship appli-
cations exceed available funds, prefer-
ence will be given to students who
have an accepted technical paper and
then to students who are actively par-
ticipating in the conference in some
way. However, all eligible students are
encouraged to apply. After the confer-
ence, an expense report will be re-
quired to account for the funds award-
ed. For further information about the
Scholarship Program or to obtain an
application, please contact AAAI at
scholarships@aaai.org or at 445 Bur-
gess Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025,
650-328-3123.

All student scholarship recipients
will be required to participate in the
Student Volunteer Program to support
AAAI organizers in Madison. The Vol-
unteer Program is an essential part of
the conference, and student participa-
tion is a valuable contribution.

Students not requiring travel assis-
tance should only apply for the Volun-
teer Program, which provides compli-
mentary registration to full-time
students, including conference pro-
ceedings, in exchange for assisting
AAAI-98 organizers in Madison. This
program does not provide any scholar-
ship funds and is designed for local stu-
dents or students who have other
sources for travel funds. AAAl member-
ship is required for eligibility. For fur-
ther information regarding the Student
Volunteer Program, please contact
AAAI at volunteer@aaai.org or at the
previous address. The deadline for vol-
unteer applications is May 31, 1998.

KDD-98

The Fourth International Conference
on Knowledge Discovery and Data
Mining (KDD-98) will be held at the
Marriott Marquis on Times Square in
New York City from August 27-31,
1998. The conference will be immedi-
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ately preceded by the Very Large
Databases Conference (VLDB). KDD-98
has expanded its tutorial, workshop,
and exhibit program this year in re-
sponse to the overwhelming turnout in
1997. Registration and program infor-
mation for KDD-98 will be available in
April by writing to kdd@aaai.org or at
www.aaai.org/Conferences/KDD/
1998/kdd98.html. Please note that the
early registration deadline is June 17,
1998.

AAAI Executive
Council Elections

Please watch your mail for your AAAI
ballot, which will be mailed to all regu-
lar AAAI members in late April. The
membership will vote for four new
councilors, who will each serve three-
year terms. Ballots will be due back at
the AAAI office no later than June 12.
The Annual Business Meeting for AAAI
will be held this summer during AAAI-
98 in Madison, Wisconsin. The exact
day and time will be announced on the
ballot, in the summer issue of the mag-
azine, and in the conference program.

1998 Fall
Symposium Series

The following eight symposia have
been selected for the 1998 Fall Sympo-
sium Series, to be held October 23-25,
1998, at the Omni Rosen Hotel in Or-
lando, Florida.

= Artificial Intelligence and Link
Analysis. Chair: David Jensen (jensen@
cs.umass.edu)

= Cognitive Robotics. Chair: Giuseppe
De Giacomo (degiacomo@dis.uniro-
mal.it)

= Distributed Continual Planning.
Chair: Marie desJardins (marie@erg.sri.
com)

= Emotional and Intelligent: The Tan-
gled Knot of Cognition. Chair: Dolores
Canamero (lola@arti.vub.ac.be)

= Formalizing Visual Reasoning.
Chair: Bernd Meyer (bernd.meyer@
acm.org)

= Integrated Planning for Auton-
omous Agent Architectures. Cochairs:
Glenn Wasson (wasson@virginia.edu)
and Gabe Ferrer (ferrer@virginia.edu)
= Planning with Partially Observable
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Markov Decision Processes. Chair:
Michael Littman (mlittman@cs.duke.
edu)
= Robotics and Biology: Developing
the Connections. Chair: Barbara Webb
(Barbara.Webb@nottingham.ac.uk)
The deadline for submissions is
April 15, 1998. The Call for Participa-
tion has been sent to all AAAI mem-
bers and is posted on the AAAI web
site at www.aaai.org/Symposia/Fall/
1998/fssparticipation-98.html.

1999 Symposium Series

Please watch the AAAI web site and
your mailboxes for the Call for Propos-
als for the 1999 Spring and Fall Sym-
posium Series. The tentative deadline
for proposals is June 6, 1998.

AAAI-99

AAAI is pleased to announce that the
Sixteenth National Conference on Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AAAI-99) and the
Eleventh Innovative Applications of
Artificial Intelligence Program (IAAI-
99) will be held in Orlando, Florida,
from July 18-22, 1999. The Call for
Participation will be published this
summer and will be available on the
AAAIT web site at www.aaai.org/Con-
ferences/conferences.html.  Please
watch for future updates on collocated
conferences in 1999.

AAAI Member List Server

Would you like to receive e-mail noti-
fications of upcoming deadlines and
programs? If so, please subscribe to our
AAAI membership list server by writ-
ing to majordomo®@aaai.org with the
following text in the body of the mes-
sage: subscribe aaai-members.

AAAI Directory

We have plans in the near future to ex-
pand our membership directory on the
AAAI web site to include complete
postal and e-mail address (no tele-
phone numbers). The directory is, and
will continue to be, accessible to AAAI
members only. Unlike past printed di-
rectories, we will include ALL AAAI
members’ names and addresses unless
you contact us and instruct us not to

do so. To exclude your name and ad-
dress from the directory, please write to
membership@aaai.org by June 1, 1998.

AAAI Research Labs
Database

AAAI receives many inquiries about
where Al research is being conducted.
We are in the process of building a
database that we hope will represent
an accurate list of such places. We
need your help to identify all the pos-
sible sites. If you work in a university,
industry, or government research lab
and would like to check to see if your
lab or department is on our list, please
write to membership@aaai.org. If it is
not, please send complete contact in-
formation for your institution, includ-
ing the chair’s or director’s name,
mailing address, telephone number,
fax number, e-mail address, and URL
(if appropriate) to membership@aaai.
org.

Minutes, Executive
Council Meeting

Stanford, California March 23, 1997
Attending: Randy Davis, Danny Bo-
brow, Jon Doyle, Tim Finin, Barbara
Grosz, Leslie Pack Kaelbling, Steve
Minton, Mel Montemerlo, Norm
Nielsen, Ramesh Patil, Jude Shavlik,
Dave Waltz, Mike Hamilton, and Car-
ol Hamilton. AAAI President Randy
Davis convened the meeting at 1:00
PM.

Standing Committee Reports

Finance: Norm Nielsen, secretary-trea-
surer, reported that the AAAI finished
out the 1996 calendar year with about
$125,000 in excess program revenue.
This surplus, combined with the inter-
est income from AAAI investments,
supported the operating expenses and
the grant activity. Investments have
grown by about 5 percent since Decem-
ber 1995. The Council requested some
feedback on AAAI's new investment
strategy at the summer meeting.
Nielsen also reported that memberships
seem to reaching a stable point and are
expected to stay at the current level of
about 5400 paid members for some
time. The Council suggested that all



nonmembers registered for the national
conference receive a one-year member-
ship. The nonmember fee should be ad-
justed to accommodate for this.

Conference: Executive Director
Carol Hamilton reported that Nation-
al Conference (AAAI-97) experienced a
dramatic drop in the number of paper
submissions for 1997. There were
three key factors that contributed to
this: (1) papers submission rates al-
ways drop in an IJCAI year, (2) the
AAAI deadline was three weeks prior
to the [JCAI paper deadline and was al-
so immediately following the winter
holidays, and (3) AAAI instituted a
new policy of not allowing multiple
submissions. The second factor will be
addressed for future submission dead-
lines. However, the program cochairs,
Bonnie Webber and Ben Kuipers, re-
ported that the paper quality re-
mained high.

To combat the drop in papers, the
Council recommended that the 1998
chairs stress the importance of having
preliminary work submitted and rep-
resented at the conference. The chairs
might want to consider writing an ar-
ticle for the magazine to encourage
submissions, especially in areas that
have been underrepresented at recent
conferences. They might want to place
a special focus on one area in particu-
lar, such as vision and robotics or in-
telligent agents and robotics. Special
events might be developed around a
chosen area. It was also suggested that
a program committee member be ap-
pointed who would recruit reviewers
from workshops or conferences al-
ready in existence.

The WWW program committee reg-
istration and self-selection software
worked well this year. The Council
thanked Ramesh Patil for all his work
in this area. In the future, the AAAI of-
fice will manage this software. Specific
reporting improvements have already
been suggested for 1998. More time
was allowed for self-selection, which
provided much better data for the
chairs to work with.

The conference is expected to expe-
rience some decline in revenue this
year. However, the registration rates
will not be increased, and the shortfall
will be subsidized by AAAI. To gather
feedback from members on confer-

ence activities, a survey will be de-
signed that will address site and fee
concerns as well as provide other use-
ful information.

The Hall of Champions will include
a series of challenge matches between
best computer players of classic games
of strategy, including chess, checkers,
bridge, scrabble, and backgammon,
and some of the best human players.
This will be subsidized wholly by a
AAAI grant.

The TAAI-97 program has been ex-
panded to include a track on emerging
areas of Al technology or applications.
There are 11 award-winning deployed
application papers and 22 emerging Al
papers. Six of the latter are papers that
were originally submitted to AAAL In
an effort to continue to integrate the
IAAI program into the AAAI confer-
ence, there will be two joint AAAI-IAAI
invited talks. There was also close col-
laboration between all the AAAI and
IAAI program cochairs on the coordi-
nation of the program schedules. The
technical program registration fee in-
cludes both AAAI and IAAL

The Robot Building Laboratory will
be subsidized by the KISS Institute for
Practical Robotics. AAAI will provide
logistical support and facilities. A
grant will cover our expenses, which
are expected to be under $5000. This
structure was designed to reduce
AAAT’s risk and enable the organizers
to set the fees low. Dave Miller is the
organizer.

The Robot Competition has been
expanded to include several new
events, including vacuuming rooms,
finding TV remote controls, serving
hors d’oeuvres during the opening re-
ception, and “discovering life on
Mars.” This event is being subsidized
by a AAAI grant and an ARPA grant
but not by technical registration fees.

The SIGART-AAAI Doctoral Consor-
tium will be held for the second year.
It received a lower submission rate this
year, perhaps because [JCAI is running
a similar program. Thirteen of 16 sub-
missions were accepted for inclusion
in the proceedings, although not all
these will be presented during the con-
sortium because of time constraints.
However, all 16 students will be given
travel stipends to attend the event.

The Student Abstract and Poster Pro-
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gram received 40 submissions, of which
30 were accepted for presentation and
publication in the proceedings. The
poster session will be held in conjunc-
tion with the opening reception.

The Tutorial Forum will continue its
new format in 1997. Sixteen tutorials
will be presented, and one registration
fee will include four tutorials and ac-
companying syllabi. Registration rates
increased slightly for regular (not stu-
dent) attendees to include four syllabi
instead of only one.

No video will be produced to ac-
company the proceedings in 1997 be-
cause of the small number of videos
submitted for accepted papers.

The Workshop Program will include
14 workshops, which is up slightly
from 1996, because of an extra effort
made to solicit more proposals after
the November Executive Council
Meeting. The new policy of requiring
workshop participants to register for
the technical program will go into ef-
fect in 1998.

The Third International Conference
on Knowledge Discovery and Data
Mining (KDD-97) received 171 sub-
missions. It will be held just after the
Joint Statistical Meetings in Newport
Beach, California. The program will
include seven tutorials, demo and
poster sessions, and a workshop.

AAAI-98 will be held in Madison,
Wisconsin. The conference program
cochairs are Jack Mostow and Chuck
Rich. At the present time, collocated
conferences include Cognitive Science
and Genetic Programming. The sites
for AAAI-99 and AAAI-2000 have not
been announced, but several sites are
being considered in the northeastern
and southern United States. Recom-
mendations will be made at the sum-
mer meeting.

The process of soliciting other small
conferences to collocate with AAAI is
continuing. Steve Minton contacted
the organizers of the Agents Confer-
ence and reported that they are com-
mitted to the winter timeframe. He
has also talked with the organizers of
the Machine Learning Conference,
but they appear to have commitments
for the next few years. He will check
back with them in the future.

The AAAI office has continued its
conference services by assisting IJCAI-
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97 with its paper and review process-
ing as well as its schedule develop-
ment. AAAI also provides all phases of
conference planning for the Genetic
Programming Conference. These con-
ferences pay AAAI a flat rate as well as
expenses.

Fellows: Thirty -five nominations
are under consideration this year, in-
cluding those 1l active from the past 2
years. The AAAI fellows currently ac-
count for slightly less than 2.5 percent
of the total membership, which is ap-
proximately what was envisioned at
the start of the program. Fellows Selec-
tion Committee Chair Barbara Grosz
encouraged members of the Council
and other fellows to seek nominations
with greater diversity, including inter-
national nominees. She reported that
the 10-year, post-Ph.D. eligibility rule
is working well.

Nominating: Eight candidates have
been chosen to be placed on the bal-
lot, and discussions are under way for
a candidate for president-elect. The
nominating committee chair suggest-
ed that the schedule for seeking candi-
dates to run be changed so it does not
run concurrently with the fellows se-
lection process. Both committees are
chaired by the past president. The
Nominating Committee will shift its
duties to the fall-winter timeframe.

Symposium: Tim Finin will be ro-
tating off the AAAI Executive Council
and the Symposium Committee in Ju-
ly 1997. Leslie Pack Kaelbling will be
taking over as the new Symposium
Committee Associate Chair. Bonnie
Dorr will be stepping down as chair of
the Symposium Committee in the
spring of 1999. Ian Horswill, the cur-
rent cochair, will take her place.

The 1996 Fall Series, held at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), featured seven symposia and
was well attended. For the first time, an
invited talk was presented at a plenary
session on the last day of the sympo-
sium, which was well received. The
current spring series has seven sym-
posia, which is smaller than usual be-
cause of the cancellation of one sym-
posium. Nevertheless, it has a good
preregistration. The 1997 Fall Sympo-
sium Series will be held at MIT again
with seven symposia. Proposals for
both 1998 series are being solicited.
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Grants-Scholarships: A total of
$5,000 in workshop grants and $7,000
in conference grants has been awarded
since August 1, 1996. AAAI continues
to support Women and Minority
grants, the AAAI-ACM Alan Newell
Award, and the Computing Research
Association through its grant pro-
gram. National conference programs
supported by grant funds include the
1997 SIGART-AAAI Doctoral Consor-
tium, the 1997 AAAI Mobile Robot
Competition, the 1997 AAAI Hall of
Champions, and the 1997 Robot
Building Lab. Student scholar applica-
tions for the national conference are
due April 15. AAAI has also provided
student subsidies for the following
events: KDD-96 ($2,905), 1996 Spring
and Fall Symposium Series ($19,882),
and the Robot Competition ($10,000).

Publications: AAAI Press currently
has over 35 proceedings, 15 edited col-
lections, and 80 technical reports in
print and will produce several more of
each in 1997. The co-publishing ar-
rangement with The MIT Press re-
mains sound, and the press is finan-
cially self-supporting. Plans for the
first online, multimedia book are in
the works. The Council agreed that
putting technical reports online would
be valuable, but no consensus was
reached on the best way to achieve
this. Electronic versions of all papers
from AAAI events are requested from
authors and are being archived for lat-
er publication.

Submissions for AI Magazine are up
considerably, thanks to the efforts of
Editor-in-Chief Jude Shavlik. The mag-
azine is subsidized by membership
dues and a small amount of advertis-
ing, although advertising rates were
cut by one-third to account for the de-
cline in membership over the past sev-
eral years. Trades of advertising space
have resulted in good exposure for
AAAI events.

The AAAI web site now contains
over 2000 files, including volumes
8-18 of AI Magazine. Members and
other interested parties increasingly
use the web site as their main source of
information about upcoming AAAI
events. Certain portions are restricted
to members only, including recent is-
sues of the magazine and the AAAI Di-
rectory.

Other Business: Leslie Pack Kael-
bling was confirmed by the Executive
Council as the new associate chair for
the Symposium Committee. She will
assume this post immediately, to be
involved in the planning for the next
symposium series in the fall.

Barbara Grosz reported that Marvin
Denicoff of the CSTB of National Re-
search Council is developing a report
on the history of innovations in com-
puting, which will include a history of
Al Denicoff has requested that a “Ba-
sic Research, Where Are We Going, Vi-
sion Workshop” be conducted. There
was some discussion about who
should fund such a workshop and
how it should be organized. Randy
Davis will follow up with Marvin
Denicoff.

Jon Doyle requested a review of the
AAAI copyright policy and the possi-
bility of adopting another policy that
is seemingly less restrictive. Mike
Hamilton reviewed our copyright pol-
icy with the Council. The copyright
policy has been revamped in the past
two years to encompass changes need-
ed for electronic publishing issues. The
Council did not perceive any other
needed changes.

Jon Doyle raised concerns about the
lack of submissions on the preprint
server. He suggested that more public-
ity and a few improvements to the
web site might increase submissions. A
few options that will be explored by
staff and the publications committee
include a “what’s new” button, e-mail
notifications of new submissions, bet-
ter search mechanisms, and better cat-
egorization of subject areas.

Jon Doyle mentioned that Erik
Sandewall is developing an online
publications system for Al research
and suggested that the Publications
Committee investigate his progress in
this area. Doyle hoped to have more
information about this project at the
summer Council meeting.

Mel Montemerlo suggested that the
Council consider organizing an Inter-
national Science Fair for Al. Because of
the scope of this kind of project, the
Council did not decide to take on this
project at the present time.

Randy Davis suggested that Carol
Hamilton implement a Council web
page that will include minutes, re-
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Please join us
this summer in
Madison,
Wisconsin for

For more information, consult the
Conference Web Page
www.aaai.org/Conferences/
National/1998/
or send e-mail to ncai@aaai.org

ports, summaries of discussions, and
other helpful information for the
Council and committee chairs. Hamil-
ton hopes to have a page up on the
AAAI web site before the next Council
meeting. Access to this page will be re-
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stricted to Executive Council members
only.

Randy Davis presented the CRA re-
port, which had been submitted earli-
er by Tom Dean. At a recent meeting
of the CRA Board, science policy advis-

ers spoke about current issues and pro-
jects. Tom Kalil outlined the new
White House internet initiatives, in-
cluding the $100 million in fiscal 1998
for a next-generation internet. Kalil al-
so invited input from CRA regarding
the creation of a presidential fellows
program. Tom Weimer discussed some
of the changes anticipated in 1997 for
the congressional committee on sci-
ence policy. The most important
change will be in the leadership of the
committee. The new agenda will likely
focus on space, and the committee
will actively seek input from industry
and academia.

A version of the “Case for Comput-
ing” is now being produced by the
CRA. At the time of the CRA meeting,
there was no Al representation on the
Case for Computing web pages, but
Randy Davis noted that Dave Waltz
has written a piece on Al, entitled “Ar-
tificial Intelligence: Realizing the Ulti-
mate Promises of Computing.”

Davis announced that Tom Dean
has stepped down as the AAAI repre-
sentative on the CRA board. Davis and
Waltz will be seeking a replacement
during the coming months. Dean will
continue to brief AAAI on CRA activi-
ties until a replacement can be found.

After an exhaustive search, Jim
Hoard of Boeing has agreed to head
up the National Committee for IJ-
CAI-2001. Jim is the manager of the
Natural Language Processing Pro-
gram at Boeing Information and Sup-
port Services, Research and Technol-
ogy, and the principal investigator of
the natural language understanding
project. He has already begun to re-
cruit members for the committee, in-
cluding Jeff Bradshaw (Boeing, Infor-
mation and Support Services,
Research and Technology), Rick Woj-
cik (Boeing, Information and Support
Services, Research and Technology),
Eric Horvitz (Microsoft), and Gene
Ball (Microsoft). He is still seeking
one or two representatives from the
University of Washington. Jim is also
investigating possible sites for special
events and tours, including the Mu-
seum of Flight, the Pacific Science
Center, the Space Needle, and the
Boeing factory. Financial support is
likely to come from Microsoft, Boe-
ing, and Nintendo.





