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Simplification: A Survey on Rewriting
in Theorem Proving,” which was the
introduction to a half-day session on
nonmonotonic reasoning.

The symposium committee included
Symposium Chair Martin Charles
Golumbic, Bar-Ilan University, and
Program Cochairs Leora Morgenstern
(IBM T. J. Watson Research Center) and
Solomon Eyal Shimony (Ben-Gurion
University). The full list of talks,
abstracts, and web proceedings can be
found at www.cs.biu.ac.il/~bisfai. 

Thanks are extended to the cospon-
sors that provided financial support to
the symposium: the Gelbert Institute
for Mathematical Sciences, Bar-Ilan
University, Ben-Gurion University, the
American Association for Artificial

The Sixth Bar Ilan Symposium on
the Foundations of Artificial
Intelligence (BISFAI-99) was

held on 23 to 25 June 1999 in Ramat
Gan, Israel. This year’s theme was
bridging theory and practice: theory-
based practical implementations and
commercial applications. In keeping
with this theme, part of the sympo-
sium focused on demonstrations of
unique and innovative AI applica-
tions. There were 24 half-hour con-
tributed talks and the following four
1-hour invited lectures:

Reid Simmons (Carnegie Mellon
University) presented “Creating Reli-
able Autonomous Systems,” which
featured monitoring and error recov-
ery and formal verification techniques
for intelligent systems. The use of
these techniques was illustrated with
examples from XAVIER, an indoor
mobile robot, and the National Aero-
nautic and Space Administration’s
recently completed remote-agent
experiment on the DS1 spacecraft.

Leo Joskowicz (Hebrew University)
presented “Finding and Correcting
Bugs in Mechanical Designs,” which
presented an overview of a new
method for analyzing mechanical sys-
tems, identifying the three main types
of bugs (kinematic, dynamic, and tol-
erancing) and describing new algo-
rithms for computation and visualiza-
tion. The approach was illustrated on
the gearshift mechanism of an auto-
matic car transmission.

“Trading Semantic Transparency for
Behavioral Robustness in Robotic
Agents” was the title of the invited lec-
ture by Stanley J. Rosenschein (Stan-
ford University), which was followed
by several contributed papers on
agents. Nachum Dershowitz (Tel Aviv
University) presented “The Power of
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Intelligence, NDS Technologies Israel,
and the Israeli Ministry of Science.

Martin Charles Golumbic is professor of
computer science and algorithmic discrete
mathematics at Bar-Ilan University and has
been the chairman of several national and
international symposia. His research is on
combinatorics and algorithms interacting
with real-world problems in computer sci-
ence and AI. He is the editor in chief of the
series Annals of Mathematics and Artificial
Intelligence and an editor of Constraints
and Discrete Applied Mathematics. His e-mail
address is golumbic@cs.biu.ac.il.

The Bar Ilan Symposia on the
Foundations of Artificial
Intelligence are a series of
research meetings held in

Israel every two years. I report
here on the sixth meeting,

held in June 1999.
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� AAAI–IAAI Proceedings 
CD-ROM Set

This archival CD-ROM set consists
of all the papers from the 1980, 1982,
1983, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1990,
1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, and
1997 AAAI National Conferences as
well as the papers from the 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, and 1997 Innova-
tive Applications of Artificial Intelli-
gence Conferences. The set consists
of more than 2,200 papers in PDF for-
mat and is readable by most Win-
dows, Macintosh, and many UNIX
platforms.

4 CDs, $250.00 (introductory price)

� 1998–1999 AAAI–IAAI 
Proceedings CD-ROM 

This CD-ROM set consists of all the
papers from the 1998 and 1999
National Conferences on Artificial
Intelligence as well as the 1998 and
1999 Innovative Applications of Arti-
ficial Intelligence Conferences. Also
included on this CD are the 1995,
1996, 1997, and 1998 Knowledge
Discovery and Data Mining Confer-
ence papers. The single CD contains
approximately 260 technical papers
in PDF format and is readable by
most Windows, Macintosh, and many
UNIX platforms.

1 CD, $50.00 (introductory price)

To order, call 650-328-3123 or send
e-mail to orders@aaai.org
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