AAAI NEWS

New Conference Format
for NCAI

Once the AAAI conferences were
small meetings of less than one
thousand attendees. Today the Na-
tional Conference on Artificial Intel-
ligence is considered to be the sin-
gle most important annual confer-
ence in this country. The number
of attendees and exhibits has ex-
panded proportionally. As with any
change and growth, the NCAI has
encountered its share of problems.
Those problems have ranged from
overcrowding in the technical paper
sessions and tutorials to inadequate
meeting and exhibition facilities.

As one attempt to address these
problems, the AAAI developed a
new format that maintains the tra-
ditional one-week format, and also
creates a small conference atmo-
sphere through the temporal and
physical separation of the different
sessions. The physical and tem-
poral separation will hopefully in-
crease the opportunity for more col-
legial interactions—considered the
most important reason for attend-
ing most technical conferences. This
model has been used successfully by
other scientific societies, such as the
American Physical Union and the
IEEE.

Besides meeting the need to in-
crease the number of collegial inter-
actions, the Technical Program has
increased the number of its topical
areas relating to technology and en-
gineering. As a means of manag-
ing the larger number of technical
paper sessions, the Technical Pro-
gram will be temporally separated
into two tracks—science technical
sessions being held during the first
two days of the week, August 11
and 12 and the engineering sessions
occurring on Thursday and Friday,
August 14 and 15. We hope to have
the science sessions at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania (a four block
walk to the Philadelphia Civic Cen-
ter) and the engineering sessions at
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the Philadelphia Civic Center.

We also plan to schedule the
panels that appeal to a more general
audience on Tuesday and Thursday,
August 12 and 14 and the science-
related panels on Wednesday with
the AAAI Presidential Address and
other invited talks at the Philadel-
phia Civic Center. In the exhibi-
tion halls of the Philadelphia Civic
Center, the exhibit program is now
scheduled for a three day period,
Wednesday thru Friday, August 13-
15. The tutorials will be scheduled
for Thursday and Friday, August 14-
15 at the Franklin Plaza Hotel.

As another incentive to increase
colleagial interaction, small work-
shops will be encouraged. During
the autumn, procedures will be de-

|F/Prolog

veloped to solicit and review re-
quests to conduct workshops during
the National Conference. Individ-
uals requesting information about
those workshops are asked to send
their names and addresses to:

AAAI-86 Workshops
AAAI
445 Burgess Drive
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3496

As with any change, we encour-
age your support and comments.

AAAI-86 Chairs

We are pleased to announce the des-
ignation of Stan Rosenschein from
SRI International and Tom Kehler
from IntelliCorp as the co-program
chairs for AAAI-86.

the Prolog interpreter for the
Unix~ environment + PC-DOS 2.0°

IF/Prolog User’s Environment:

all built-in predicates as described in “Programming in Prolog™

hash mechanism finding data objects quickly

tail recursion optimizer minimizing memory usage

data base extensible to 256 MBytes

exception handler providing user controlled error handling

IF/Prolog User’s Special Environment:
C tanguage Interface adding your own functions

InterFace
Computer

Oberfthringer Strafle 24a+-hb
0-8000 Miinchen 81
W:Germany

Phone: 0689/98 44 44

Telex 522379 ifcom d

Unix shell interfaces calling unix commands from within IF/ Prolog

{F/Prolog User’s Testing Environment:
screen orlented debugger showing the current clause in its current state.

IF/Prolog on Macintosh® 512 K

IF/Prolog compiler - floating point arithmetlc - window manager

Availahle on:

VAX® (Unix and VMS™), HP9xB8 - Perkin-Elmer Serle 3200 Eclipse™ (AOS® and
Unix™) Cadmus™ 9008 - Fortune™ 32:16 - Other Unix machines on request - IBM PC®

Trademarks: Unix - AT & T Ball Laboratories  PC DOS - 1BM  VAX, VMS - Digital Equipment Corporation  HP - Hewlett Packard  Perkin Elmer - Perkin
Elmer Corporation AQS, Eclipse - Data General Cadmus - Paripheral Computer Systems  Fortune ~ Fortune Systems Macintosh ~ Apple Computer

* Programming in Prolog by W.F. Clocksin & Mellish, Springer Publishers

Price $ 550 (18M PC), $1800 (17 terminals), $ 2400 (B 31 terminals) Non commercial research institution are entitled to a 30% discount






